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THE LIONHEARTS 

He drove men ruthlessly in 
preparation for the day of battle— 
for it would only be the strong who 
survived. 


CODE OF HONOUR 
Only an officer’s courage and 
leadership can earn him the respect 
of the men serving under him. 





MISSION FOR HEROES 


It was a task only the toughest could 
handle, yet it was an ordinary 
seaman who stood between the three 
VCs and failure. 
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They flew together—each man draw- 
ing on the courage of the other—each 
wondering who would be first to break. 
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THE DOUR SCOTTISH ISLAND OF 
KILNAIRN WAS NOT EXACTLY THE 
DEAL HOLIDAY RESORT, BUT 
WITH MILES OF WILD RUGGED 
CLIFFS AND SOME EXCEEDINGLY 
RARE BIRDS, IT SUITED STEVE 
FOSTYN VERY WELL... 


THAT WAS NO 
SEA BIRD'S 





THE CRY CAME FROM SOMEWHERE 
ALONG THE CLIFF FACE. AT LAST, 
STEVE PICKED OUT THE MAN WHO J 
WAS STRANDED THERE 


THIS STUFF 
CRUMBLES 
IF ETRY TO R ; 
MOVE! May KEEP STILL 
a e THEN! I'LL TRY 
TO GET DOWN 
TO YOU! 


STEVE HAD TO ACT QUICKLY ~ BUT WITH THE UTMOST CARE, FOR IF HE SLIPPED IT 
WOULD BE TO CERTAIN DEATH ON THE JAGGED ROCKS FAR BELOW. 


























TO YOUR 
LEFT A BIT — 
THERE'S A GOOD 
FOOTHOLD! 


THANKS! \ 
YOU PICKED A 
NASTY PLACE 

TO GET 


YOU WERE 
JUST IN TIME, 
| COULD FEEL 
MY FOOTHOLD 
CRUMBLING! 


I'LL TAKE 
YOUR ROPE, 
AND HELP YOU 
ACROSS TO THIS 
LEDGE. 


RIGHT, BUT 
BE CAREFUL! 
I'M NOT VERY WELL 
BALANCED ee 


= =—J 


EVEN IF 
YOU SLIP 
Now, YOU'LL 
BE OKAY. 





FOR THE MOMENT, THEY WERE SAFE... IT WAS A TRICKY CLIMB BUT STEVE HAD F 
. MADE MORE DIFFICULT ONES... 
WE'VE STILL GOT : 

I'LL GO FIRST 


WITH THE ROPE 
AND THEN HAUL 


THEN SOME FALLING PEBBLES |. AND THE PEBBLES WERE FOLLOWED BY 
SPLINTERED AGAINST THE ROCK im. -4 || STEVE’S OWN BINOCULARS... 
BEFORE HIS FACE,.. Y wa? : eae 


W THE DEUCE DID 
THAT COME 
FROM? 





SOMEHOW, STEVE HELD ON ~ AND SCRAMBLED THE 
LAST FEW FEET TO FACE MAJOR WENCOMBE, A 
FELLOW GUEST AT THE HOTEL... 


_ 
(7 coon GRIEF, 
MAJOR! YOU ALMosT \s= 
KNOCKED ME INTO P 
THE SEA! 


FRIGHTFULLY 
SORRY, OLD CHAP! 
1 THOUGHT | HEARD 
; VOICES AND WHEN [ 
+ LOOKED OVER, I 


LA DISLODGED THE 
im 4 BINOCULARS. 
5 EOD, im 


I'LL REPLACE 
‘THEM, OF COURSE, 
IT WAS MY FAULT 
ENTIRELY. 1 MUST 
BE GETTING 
CLUMSY 


FORGET IT. 
BUT YOU CAN 
HELP ME WITH 

THIS ROPE, THE 
CHAP DOWN THERE 
iS NO LIGHT 
WEIGHT! 





AN UP, THE MAJOR APOLOGISED AGAIN PROFUSELY AND 


WHEN THEY HAD HAULED T 
WALKED AWAY 


THE OLD FOOL 
ALMOST KILLED US 
BOTH! I’M STEVE FOSTYN 
BY THE WAY. ON 
HOLIDAY HERE. 


MY NAME’S 
YAXLEY ~ PETE 
YAXLEY. I WAS 
COLLECTING BIRDS 
EGGS =~ STRICTLY ILLEGAL, } 
1 KNOW » BUT | TOLD BIG, 
HARRY UP AT THE HOTEL 
I'D GET HIM SOME, 


ZN S| wy lium 


AH YES ~ 1’ VE SEEN YOU AT THE HOTEL, 

AREN'T YOU ONE OF THE SALVAGE MEN 7, PEGGED THE ROPE 

WORKING AT DEVIL'S COVE? AT THE CLIFF TOP, BUT IT 
MUST HAVE WORKED LOOSE. 
THEN | STARTED TO SLIDE! 


THAT'S RIGHT, I'M THE BOSS, AS 
A MATTER OF FACT! WE'RE AFTER A 
§ YACHT THAT SANK THERE. PERHAPS 
YOU'D CARE TO COME AND SEE...? 
— 


YOU WERE LUCKY b 
THAT LEDGE, STOPPED 
YOU. THERE WAS A SHEER 
DROP.BELOW. | SUPPOSE 
IT WAS AN ACCIDENT...? 





PETE LOOKED ATHIM SHARPLY...{ a" BIGHARRY MENTIONED YOU'D 


y. ( HAD'SOME TROUBLE. SOMEONE TRYING TO f 


WITH SOME SORT OF GRUDGE, 
17349 \ RECKON. BUT 1 CAN'T BELIEVE N 


6 ZQ@ne AEN ue TO 4 1& \ 


IT'S LUCKY YOU RESCUED ME, 
BECAUSE I'M THE ONLY DIVER! WE HOPE 


THEY ROWED TO THE SALVAGE BOAT, MOORED OVER THE SUNKEN YACHT. 
ONCE THERE, YAXLEY BEGAN TO CHANGE INTO A DIVING SUIT. 


REALLY ? 
HARRY SAID You’pD 
BE AT LEASTA 





* | REMEMBER READING 
ABOUT THE YACHT. DIDN'T 
IT SINK LAST MONTH, AFTER 

HITTING THOSE ROCKS AT) 

THE ENTRANCE? 


THAT'S RIGHT, THE THREE 
ON BOARD WERE DROWNED. FRENCH =i 
BUSINESSMEN ON HOLIDAY, THEY WERE. 
Pr Ses VISITORS FOUND THEIR BODIES 
ON THE BEACH! __ 


—— : 
FIRST WE 
HAD TO SEAL THE 
HULL WHEREIT WAS ,=— 
HOLED, OF COURSE: THAT] 2am 
3 WAS A LONG JOB Vor 
BECAUSE OF THE 
WEATHER... 





BOTTOM UP, THE YACHT SURFACED LIKE A 
WHALE AND SOON, PETE YAXLEY CLIMBED 
ABOARD THE SALVAGE VESSEL AGAIN... 


NOW WHAT ? 
1 SUPPOSE YOU 
TOW HER TO THE 
MAINLAND 2 


HER AND BEACH HER TQ 
FINISH THE HULL 
REPAIRS, THEN SHE’LL BE 
EASIER TO TOW. 


IBY TONIGHT; BIG HARRY, THE HOTEL OWNER, HEARD 
THEY'LL HAVE HER Z - THE NEWS GLUMLY... : 
/WHAT A PITY! NOW I'LL LOSE THE 


CUSTOM OF YOU AND YOUR MEN IN THE 
EVENINGS, PETE. 


ONLY JUST IN 
TIME! THE 

| AUTUMN GALES 
WILL SOON BE 


> 
‘AND I DIDN'T EVEN GET YOUR EGGS, 
HURRY. CAN YOU COME BACK To ate 1 FELL DOWN THE FLAMING 
TEL FOR A DRINK NOW? _/| [N\CLIFF AND STEVE SAVED MY BACON! 





THAT NIGHT, A HALF-GALE CAUSED fig THEY DRESSED HURRIEDLY AND SET = 
STEVE TO GET UP TO FASTEN HIS OFF... = 
WINDOW MORE SECURELY. AND... Re I SAY, YOU CHAPS, = 
i THERE’S A FIRE. 1 WAS 
JUST HAVING A STROLL WHEN 
1 SAW THE GLOW... 


THAT'S 
FIXED IT = WE’ VE SEEN 
HELLO, A FIRE! IT, TOO, MAJOR, AND 
OVER BY DEVIL'S . 1 HOPE IT’S ONLY 
COVE! I'D BRACKEN BURNING ON 
BETTER WAKE 


THE OLD BOY KEEPS 
SOME PRETTY LATE HOURS! 
HE MUST HAVE BEEN WALKING 
ON THE CLIFFS... 


TOLD ME ONCE 
HE IS ABAD 





EIT STARTED IN THE af 
7 FUEL STORES, PETE, AND |e 
THE WIND SPREAD IT. 


AT DEVIL'S COVE, THEY WERE SHAKEN BY, oF z 
THE EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE... : G4 


BETTER 
GET THEM TO 
JHE HOTEL FOR THE 
NIGHT, JOE. THEY 
CAN'T STAY 


LOOKS ASIF YOUR TROUBLE-MAKER IS 
ATIT AGAIN! 1 SUPPOSE YOU'LL FINISH REPAIRING 
THE YACHT MYSELF AND 
SEND FOR JOE AND 
THE BOAT WHEN I'M 


NF 


NO, | CAN’T, MY INSURANCE COMPANY 
MIGHT REFUSE TO PAY OUT, BUT I'LL 
STOP IT HAPPENING AGAIN. I'LL SEND 
THE BOAT TO THE MAINLAND 
TOMORROW, WITH ALL THE MEN... _< 





THING CAN BE 
SALVAGED, 


STORE ~ RIPPED 
OFF SO SOMEONE 
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sf} 
(SO IT WAS ONE OF MY BLOKES! OF ALL THE (4 
DIRTY TRICKS! 1 WISH | KNEW WHICH ONE... . 


\ 
Gp 


SEALED LIKE THE BANK 


THEY DECIDED TO LOOK AT THE YACHT, NOW FIRMLY BEACHED ON THE SAND. Py = 
—————= 1a 7 cal a 
ps \ 4 Ea 


HEY, EVERYTHING'S “—&* s p \ 


IS THERE a 
ANYTHING VALUABLE Redes 
IN BOARD? EE 
Nu i 


— \ uid 7 


NO, THE SALVAGE w 


iY VALUEISIN THEHULL, ¥ 
NOT THE FITTINGS. ANYWAY, 
THE SALT WATER WILLY 
= ; HAVE RUINED H 
a S EVERYTHING. j 








EVEN THE 
WIRELESS 1$ 
RUINED. COME 
ON, LET'S GET BACK 
TO THE HOTEL 
AND HAVE SOME 


BACK AT THE HOTEL, THERE WERE SOME 


NEW FACES. WHO ARE THOSE 


FOUR CHAPS, STEVE? 
J HAYEN'T SEEN THEM 
BEFORE! 


THEY ARRIVED 
JHIS MORNING FROM 
THE MAINLAND, 
LATE BOOKINGS, 
ACCORDING TO 


me 


Pata 


a 





THEY WERE LUCKY TO GET HERE — THE ¥ 
FERRY STOPS WHEN THE WEATHER'S. 
BAD. | THINK I’LL HAVE A NAP ~ WE 

HAD A DISTURBED NIGHT, DIDN'T WE ? 


vi i) 





LATER, STEVE WAS ROUSED BY A fae 
KNOCK AT HIS DOOR... _ 
THE WIND'S BACKING AND THE SEA WILL 


BE RUNNING HIGH IN THE COVE. !'M 
1 A BIT WORRIED ABOUT THE YACHT. 


OKAY, I'LL 
COME WITH YOU, 

PETE. HANG 
ON WHILE | GET 

MY COAT oo 


HEY, = 
THERE'S A LIGHT 


ABOARD! 


PROBABLY 
THAT NOSEY 


AROUND. LET'S 
GIVE HIMA 





3 HERE THEY ARE, 
IN THE LOCKERS! THEY’LL 
NEED CLEANING, BUT THEY'RE 
= WELL GREASED... 


THEY APPROACHED CAUTIOUSLY, THEIR FOOT- 
STEPS MUFFLED ON THE SAND... 


7 MORE THAN ONE 
OF THEM! LET’ 
F SEE WHO et 5 HANG ON 


PETE, DON'T RUSH 
THINGS I Pr 


a —— oe es 
HERE'S THE é WE'LLFETCH % 
AMMUNITION ! WHAT HRM’ 1T TOMORROW NIGHT. 
ABOUT THE OTHER YAXLEY WON'T 
STUFF? 4 RIP OUT THE 
PANELLING, HE 
DOESN'T SUSPECT & 


COME ON, 
PETE - WE DON'T 
WANT THEM TO; 
SEE US! 





WHO THE | 
DEVIL ARE THEY ? 
A AND WHAT ON EARTH 
ARE THEY DOING? 


T's TOO 
DARK TO RECOGNISE 


THEM, BUT I CAN 
GUESS WHAT THEY'RE 
CARRYING! GUNS 
THAT WERE HIDDEN 

ABOARD...! A 


GUNS ? 1 DON’T > — ti” WE CAN'T STAY NOW. 
( UNDERSTAND... % g IF THOSE TWO ARE FROM 
“ a f 4 
one 68 


NEITHER DO I, BUT \ 
-J WE'LL FIND OUT IN 


mA arae: 
YOU'RE 
4 RIGHT.. BUT Y 
g _WECAN SLIP OUT 
_ TOMORROW MORNING 
4 WITHOUT BEING 








THEY HURRIED TO THE HOTEL, g 
PUZZLED BY THE STRANGE INTRUDERS 


HARRY. HE’LL KNOW IF ANYONE Gu Wiese 
: 5 Z OUT. "S$ WRONG ? 
ELSE HAS BEEN OUT. y ACME 


GOOD IDEA! 
THERE AREN’T 


NOTHING'S WRONG, BUT WE WERE QUT 
FOR A STROLL AND WE THOUGHT WE SAW 
| SOMEONE ON ‘THE CLIFFS, THAT’S ALL... | 


EARLY NEXT MORNING, THEY RETURNED TO THE YACHT... 
iA ed nr 
YOU KNOW, 
MAYBE THOSE 
TWO AREN'T 


HOTEL. THEY 
, COULD HAVE 
COME FROM 
A BOAT...! IT’S POSSIBLE, 
BUT HOW WOULD 
THEY KNOW THE 
YACHT WAS HERE ? 
ANYWAY, LET'S GET 
ABOARD... 





I'LL KEEP 
WATCH, IN CASE 
ANYONE COMES. WE DON'T 
WANT TO BE CAUGHT 
BREAKING IN, 


THESE 
MUST BE THE 
LOCKERS THEY 
WERE TALKING 
ABOUT, 


FALSE BACK 
I AND CLIPS WHERE | / 
BS. GUNS COULD BE // 
STOWED! 7 


| WONDER 
WHAT SORT OF 
GUNS? 





NEXT, STEVE TURNED HIS ATTENTION TO THE PANELLING... 


NOTHING THERE! 
[( WE'LL LOOK IN THE OTHER 
i CABINS. EVERYTHING 
OKAY OUTSIDE? 
y 


{Bate 


THERE WAS NO CONCEALING THE DAMAGE THEY WERE DOING... 
IF THOSE | 
TWO COME 
BACK, THEY'LL 


HERE ALL 
RIGHTS 





THEY STARED IN AMAZEMENT AT THE NEAT PA 
BEHIND THE PANELLING. 


SMUGGLERS ! 
NO WONDER THEY 
CARRIED GUNS! WHAT 5 
ARE THEY — SWISS 
WATCHES? 


i RS 


HEROIN! THE ‘FRENCH 

| BUSINESSMEN’ WERE 
DRUG-RUNNING ~ AND 
THEIR PARTNERS HAVE 7 
COME TO COLLECT! ’ 


f MY GODFATHERS! WHAT CAN WE DO, 
m STEVE? WECAN’T LEAVE ITHERE... 


THAT’ 
GOT A BIG SAFE, 


ALMOST A STRONG ROOM. A 





8 


THEY MET NO-ONE ON THE WAY BACK TO THE MAJOR MOVED AWAY, CHUCK LING fo = 
AT HIS OWN JOKE... 


THAT’S DONE 
IT, HE'LL TELL 
EVERYONE NOW! 


THE HOTEL ~ UNTIL THE VERY LAST 


MOMENT... {————____) 

———"_/" WELL, WELL! MOVING \ 
}-__—_—{ OUT, MY FRIENDS? SURELY 
THE FOOD D ISN'T THAT 





JUST SOME 
a if LET'S FIND 
STUFF PETE'S - ' Ze HARRY ~ WE HAVEN'T 


ANY TIME TO 





SWIFTLY THEY TOLD HARRY THEIR STORY AND ASKED HIM TO RADIO THE POLICE ON 
THE MAINLAND. jee — “Hy 
mail| y Vy 
yr 


Re lope 
Ly ow AE 


‘ f] 
THINGS pL 
ORSE TH. 
ime i HECK, 
THAT MEANS AT 
POLICE ~ SOMEONE HAS LEAST ONE OF 


TAMPER ED WITH MY THE CROOKS IS 
RADIO TELEPHONE! /¢ NS a THE 


"OR WORKING HERE! 
BUT WE CAN'T JUST SIT 
AND WAIT FOR THEM TO SNATCH 
N THE STUFF BACK... 


HARRY FOUND THE ANSWER FOR THEM. 


P| 


THERE’S MY \ 


BOAT - Youcoutn \\ 
SAIL THAT TO THE 
‘MAINLAND ! " 





NO, | THINK IT BETTER IF YOU LEAVE THE 
DRUGS HERE! IF THE CROOKS HAVE A BOAT, }- 
THEY MIGHT INTERCEPT YOU! Cla 


Oh 2 
Ney, wi 3 
eave tie ad 


ARRY’S RIG! g 
ESTROY US ANS 
\/ THAT'S TRUE. | KNOW, WE'LL TAKE THE EMPTY 
CASES, JUST TO DRAW THE TRAIL AWAY FROM HARRY I ] 


Y 





FINE, HARRY ~ 
i) BUT JUST BE 


FA CAREFUL, 
FH? 
—] 





THE HOTEL OWNER TOOK THEM DOWN TO WHERE HIS BOAT WAS MOORED 


‘aes ‘ = : 
THE SEA’ 
PRETTY ROUGH, 
BUT SHE'S A GOOD 
BOAT, JUST BE CAREFUL 
AS YOU GO THROUGH 
THE NARROWS... 


WE'LL WATCH THEM, <u 
DON'T WORRY. SOLONG,  ‘@ita 
HARRY — AND KEEP YOUR DOORS E> 

y LOCKED AT NIGHT! Vy 


THERE ISN'T 
MUCH ROOM, IS 
THERE, PETE? 


I VE SAILED ‘ 
THESE CRAFT BEFORE, 


WEATHER. DON’T WORRY, 
» "LL BE ALL RIGHT! 





SA 


THIS IS THE 
TRICKY BIT! BUT 
ONCE WE'RE THROUGH, IT’ 
A CLEAR RUN TO THE 
MAINLAND... 


KEEP HER 
STRAIGHT ! 


ONCE THEY'RE THROUGH THE GAP, 
THEY COULD GET CLEAN AWAY! 


DON’T WORRY, 
YAXLEY WON'T KNOW 
WHAT HIT HIM! 





ZZ el 


Nag 


PETE YAXLEY COLLAPSED OVER THE WHEEL, THE -- WA === 
BOOM WAS CAUGHT BY THE WIND — AND STEVE = 
WAS SENT HURTLING OVER THE SIDE, b f 





STEVE GRABBED AT THE SIDE AS THE 
BOAT-WAS SWEPT ON IN THE CURRENT. 
THE BOAT! ip PETE ~HE'SBEEN 
GOT TO GET BACK a SHOT | SHE’S RUNNING 


IN THE BOAT! 


WHAT — WHAT 
HAPPENED? MY SHOULDER, )J 
IT'S BURNING... 


ALMOST ON TO THE 
ROCKS! 





[BUT PETE WAS STILL IN A STATE OF 
SHOCK. STEVE FLUNG HIMSELF 


IF WE HIT THAT 
ROCK FACE, WE'LL 

BE SMASHED TO 
PIECES! : 


—N\ Ze 
a ay 


rf 





EXHAUSTED, HE COLLAPSED 
FOR A MOMENT WITH HiS 
SEMI-CONSCIOUS BURDEN... 


7 WE MUST GET 


fm MOVING! WHOEVER 
- FIRED THAT SHOT 
WILL BE COMING TO 
FINISH THE JOB... 





THE SALVAGE MAN WAS AT LAST] 
TAKING NOTICE... 


aN 





YOU'LL LIVE ~ 
B PROVIDING WE CAN 
FIND SOME 


‘AN 
j YOU ~ YOU ae 
: THINK THEY'LLCOME BS 
AFTER US? y 
Pa " 1 7 


ey, 
eon 


THESE ROCKS 

| _ AND INTO SOME 
RA COVER ~ OR WE'R 
RB, DONE FOR! 


ANOTHER SHOT CLIPPED OVERHEAD AS 


THEY PLUNGED INTO SOME DENSE 
UNDERGROWTH... | z 


OUCH, THAT 
WAS CLOSE! 


THEY'RE 
FOLLOWING US 
as UI 


WINDED, THEY CROUCHED IN THE 
BRACKEN LIKE HUNTED ANIMALS... 


WHERE DO WE GO 
NOW ? | CAN’T RUN FAR 


UND... 


STAYHERE! & 
THEY WON'T BE 

EXPECTING THAT 
AND WE MIGHT 


TO SURPRISE 
THEM! 





NUTE LATER, TWO MEN CAME INTO VIEW 
: 9 ree tr 





"Ve 


CURSE IT! 
f WE'VE LOST THEM! 
. I'D BETTER F) 
GO AND WARN THE /4 
OTHERS! 


OKAY, ULL 
" STAY ANDHAVEA Wf 
LOOK AROUND. {Y 
THEY CAN'THAVE £@ 


F IT’S TWO OF 
THOSE BLOKES FROM 
P THEHOTEL! THE 
BUNCH WHO ARRIVED 
YESTERDAY... 


NO, | WANT 
THAT PISTOL! ’ 
CHANCE TO SLIP Fs WE'LL NEED IT IF WE \ 
AWAY... ly MEET HIS PALS, LOOK, \ 


WE CAN WORK THIS 
— py TOCETHER... 





FOLLOWING STEVE’S INSTRUCTIONS, [gaa] [ THE GUNMAN STEPPED FORWAR 
PETE WAITED FOR A MINUTE ~ THE EAGERLY... raumemenrenpy 
we ed | ., Gi 
f me ee ane en 
s 


GET YOUR HANDS UP — 
AND COME OUT... 


THE GUNMAN TURNED — AND STEVE HIT HIM... “4 oe a 


; 3 BONS 7, 
Joe vm 





A.P.L.—28 


OUT LOOKING 
FOR US, SO WE'LL 
DOUBLE BACK 
TO THE HOTEL. 


Hye 
ts 


DON'T WANT TO = “ts mattt/ RECKON WE 


SPREAD OUT. WE 


MEET THEM ALL : , \ CAN STOP THEM 
TOGETHER! {ff : ar) AN FROM GETTING 
: THEIR HANDS ON 

THE DRUGS, 





au 


THEY REACHED THE HOTEL WITHOUT MISHAP... ‘ 
| 
iy - — 
GE F 


y YALL CLEAR = I 
= OKAY, 
<— 1 CAN MANA 
. ON MY OWN 
NOW. 
ee 
P| 


if 
' 


i 
o> 
me 

—t 
: 


' 


i, a | 


4 \ 5 ¢ 
i 
ve THoucetT == 
YOUMIGHTHAVE ) | 
i43 A. HAD CALLERS... J~__] 
t | ate 7 
i : ( 








SUDDENLY, STEVE FELT A PROD IN THE | 
RIBS... | 


‘ 
ae 


DROP THAT 
Pi GUN,FRIEND ~ OR 
VLL SHOOT! 


STEVE SOON REALISED WHY 
THE HOTEL WAS SO QUIET... 
BT wv@ 


Ss HAVE ARRIVED 


TOO LATE THEY SAW THE TRAP! 
WE GUESSED =o 


YOU'D DOUBLE BACK, 
PAL, SO WE ARRANGED 
g = ry 
Bl “ 


NS 


— N, 
aX ee 4 A 
28 fi \ Ss 
oy < . 
Frey, pet 
: aa Uf SS = 


OKAY, FOLKS, RELAX! 
THE GUESTS OF HONOUR 
1 ! 


XX 


4 


dD 


\ 


[pea % 





LISTEN, 
YAXLEY ~ SOME 
OF OUR PROPERTY HAS 
DISAPPEARED | WHERE 
» SIT? 


14 , Ae aS 

IF YOU MEAN THE DRUGS YOUR 
LATE CHUMS WERE SMUGGLING, 
YOU'LL HAVE TO DIVE FOR THEM. 
THEY WENT DOWN WITH THE BOAT! 


VERY FUNNY ~ 
BUT | DON'T 
BELIEVE YOU! 


YOU'D BETTER 
START LOOKING 
ELSEWHERE! 
YOU'VE THE WHOLE 
ISLAND TO 
CHOOSE FROM... 


—— 


of ee 
MD Wa ii 


HERE UNTIL WE 
GET IT! 





IT PUT OUT OF 
JOINT! 


WITH YOU, YAXLEY, 
SINCE YOU CAUSED. 
ALL. THE TROUBLE. 
BUT FOR YOU 
\ WE'D HAVE SALVAGED 
IT WITHOUT ANYONE 
KNOWING ! 


gy) LL START 





WAIT! DON'T = 

SHOOT ~ THE DRUGS 
REN'T WORTH A 
MAN'S LIFE! 


QUIET, Haney.) gue 
THEY'RE BLUFFING! Enos 





FOR A MOMENT, THE GUNMAN’S ATTENTION WAS DISTRACTED. . . jeer 


aa 
WHILE PETE YAXLEY LASHED OUT 
AT THE ONE NEAREST TO HIM... 








FE 
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ps 
Uy 
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# \ 
ST us nae = 
uma FOUR CROOKS WERE SECURELY | SHALLI 
See ELEASE THE GUESTS [| 
3 ane NOW, STEVE? 
if, he =\ 4G} 


Sd 
af z gs av) 
> = Ky 
alee H 
\ ~~ df 
\ why 
£4 
~ 
"q <4 Hae 
ty? 
\\ 








A 


| SSD 8 

: j Ny \": 
4, ! | eae 
fi NO, THERE'S iy 
f SOMETHING ELSE 
WE'VE GOT TO SETTLE 

FIRST... 
= “e 


YOU'VE CLEARED 
UP THE WHOLE GANG, 


STEVE SLIPPED THE PISTOL INTO HIS 
POCKET AND STOOD UP... Ze) 


NOT QUITE! 
YOU SEE, THE 
YACHT DIDN'T ARRIVE 
HERE BY ACCIDENT voce cmnane: 
THE NIGHT IT WAS 
,._ WRECKED! 


NO, THEY KNEW WHERE THEY WERE GOING! \ 

THERE WAS A CHART ON THE YACHT, WITH 

THE HOTEL MARKED ON IT! THEY JUST 
Yj 


BUT WHY 
WOULD THEY COME 
HERE? | WASN'T 

\ EXPECTING ANY 

\ "VISITORS. 





_— | | STEVE SWIFTLY SLIPPED THE PISTOL | 
MAYBE NOT, HARRY. \—1 | FROM HIS POCKET... a 


BUT THEIR BOSS WAS — 
ns WASN'T HE, MAJOR? DROP THAT ¥ 
EXPECTING THEM GUN, YoU WON'T NEED IT iN 


YOU'RE STARK 
RAVING MAD, 
FOSTYN ! 


7: 

oa. : cy A ~ 
NO, 'M NOTI Neg BY SKIN-DIVING, 

YOU DIDN'T WANT aet7/ No DOUBT! AND TO 
Wy THE YACHT SALVAGED 
BECAUSE YOU'D ALREADY 
PLANNED TO RECOVER 

THE DRUGS! 


NA <wd: 


45 





roe 


HE WAS RUNNING HIS RACKET 
FROM MY HOTEL! HOW DID 
YOU KNOW, STEVE ? aa 


IT WASN'T DIFFICULT ~ 
BUT WE CAN EASILY PROVE 
IT. HIS THUGS WILL TALK TO 
SAVE THEIR NECKS! 








od as 
ANDED [J 
RY ee Ly 


CASUALLY, STEVEH , 
Beam 
I AL SE MVE SoaatT 


B RP Cont BOTHER, 
| STEVE! JUST 
fy UNTIE THEM... 


| BIG HARRY WAS A JOVIAL FAT MAN 
NO LONGER... SIT 


THE HOTEL MADE A FINE COVER! BUT 
AS YOU SAID, THOSE TWO WOULD HAVE 
TALKED WHEN THE POLICE GOT THEM. 
7a; = 





HARRY PROMPTLY SQUEEZED THE TRIGGER, BUT THERE WAS ONLY A ''CLICK".. WITH A 
SNARL, HARRY SLASHED AT THE MAJOR... F 


a ca me f 





STEVE WAS SOON RUNNING AFTER THE CROOK : 
x naa og IIE 


HE CAN 


’ 
BE FAR AWAY 
NOW... 





LL GET 
AFTER HIM, 
UVE GOT THE 

PISTOL... 


YOU'D BETTER 
LOAD IT FIRSTI 
LEMPTIED IT 

BEFORE GIVING 
IT TO HARRY | 24 
—) 





THE MAJOR STARED...| 


WHAT? 
THEN YOu 
KNEW HARRY 
WAS THE REAL 


1G, | 

Aha 
THAT'S RIGHT! BUT | HAD TO MAKE 
HIM SHOW HIS HAND. LEAVE HIM NOW, 


WE'LL CONTACT THE POLICE AND 
GET THEM TO DEAL WITH HIM. oe 


{USING HIS.BOAT. 


BACK AT THE HOTEL, THEY FOUND 
PETE:STILL ON GUARD... . 
| iP _— a NA 

| HOW CAN WE CONTACT 

| THE POLICE? 


LT WASN'T FAULTY, HE MADE 


| THAT UP TO TRICK US INTO 


A FAST Gy 
tawncr, /ZZAN 





7 cic UL EO 


SUDDENLY, STEVE'S EXPRESSION ieee 
ALTERED... 


WHAT A FOOL I AME 


apa WE ONLY ASSUMED 
er a THEY CAME BY FERRY = 
5 BUT THEY MAY HAVE 
ais USED THEIR OWN BOAT! 


THEY CAN'T, 7 THERE ARE DOZENS OF LIKELY SPOTS 
THERE ISN'T A BOAT = ) | THEY COULD ANCHOR, BUT THEY'D WANT 
OR fS THERE? : SOMEWHERE HIDDEN YET EASY TO REACH. 


THERE'S A PLACE ON THE 
FAR SIDE OF THE ISLAND! SMUGGLER'S 
AY |T'S CALLED = WHERE AN OLD IRON LADDER 
EADS DOWN THE CLIFF I 


y 


EG ews Se | 


pee 7, eae SN 





PETE INSISTED ON HELPING, IT's A LIKELY SPOT, 
DESPITE HIS WOUND... BECAUSE THERE'S A NOTICE 
WARNING OF CRUMBLING THAT SOUNDS 
: CLIFFS! NONE OF THE THE SORT OF 
VISITORS GO THERE! PLACE THEY'D 
CHOOSE, ALL 


AND THERE 
A'BOAT = AT 
| THE FOOT OF THE 
LADDER! 








BUT. STEVE HAD BARELY CLIMBED DOWN A @ 
FEW RUNGS, WHEN... 
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THE POLICE COME, ff 
WE SHALL NEED A 


gr BOATTO REACH 
HIM... : 


ONE THING \ 
PUZZLES ME, \ 
STEVE, HOW | 





BUT WHY CHIEF INSPECTOR 
WERE YOU FOSTYN? CONGRATULATIONS, 
FOLLOWING xs \. SIR, YOU'VE DONE A 


: E, 

1 DIDN’T REALISE 
‘YOU WERE A POLICE- 
MAR, FOSTYN! 
NOW WE KNOW WHY: YOU 
WERE FOLLOWING 

HARRY! 


WE’D SUSPECTED HIM 
FOR SOME TIME, BUT WE 
NEEDED PROOF! AND WHEN WE 
HEARD ABOUT THE 
WRECK 00 


IT GAVE YOU 
YOUR CHANCE! 
' 1 RECKON MY CRIME 
Sees 1S PRETTY SMALL 
Se ERC STUFF AFTER THAT, 





VY 


Sess 


eae 





THE MASKED AUSTRALIAN 
BANDIT KNOWN AS “ THE GREY 
Sab PICKED HIS VICTIMS 


THERE'S SIX- 
IN THAT TIN « SIX-MONTHS OF MY 
| LIFE, YOU DIRTY RATS, 


BUT THERE WERE OTHER FORMS OF 
ROBBERY «2 < = 


Wy 


; : THAT WICKED 
JOE HAGGERTY HAS z . OLD MISER IT's ¥ 


4 SWINDLED US OUT OF A WONDER THIS 
OVER FOUR HUNDRED 1 - SANG GREY SHADOW FY 


V\ HASN'T CALLED 





HIS WIFE'S WORDS STRUCK A / ONLY NEEDS A HOOD AND AN 
1 SPARK IN JACK CRAIG'S MIND ese EMPTY GUN? IT WON'T BE A REAL 
iz NOW TH AT'S A THOUGHT f THEFT, EVEN! THAT MONEY 
HAGGERTY DOESN'T TRUST BELONGS TO ME / 


BANKS— KEEPS HIS MONEY 


MASK ROBBED HIM , 
THE GREY SHADOW 





JACK LOOKED OVER HIS FORTY-FIVE SERVICE REVOLVER « | | | 


| 


IT’S EMPTY, BUT 
HAGGERTY WON'T 
KNOW THAT? 








Two NichTs LATER 
JACK RODE 0 RD Mss 

HAGOERTYS STORE, KEEPING 

OFF THE BEATEN TRA 


Uf Vg 


TWO HUNDRED YARDS i ea THE STORE Beem 
aos: 477 Al AND THEN « « « pi 
4 4 ry ne Ys ; 


7 A Pes 
Vi SOMEONE Uff 7 


COMING» WZ 





THEN HE CAUGHT HIS BREATH 
SHARPLY « © « 


ee 


BY 


x 
| 


HELUS BELLS/I CAN'T LET THAT y 
KILLER LOOSE ON HAGGERTY 
WITHOUT MAKING AN EFFORT 
TO HELP THE MANS IF ONLY 


T_WAS GOING TO 
BLUFF HAGGERTY—SO 
MAYBE T CAN FOOL THE 
GREY SHADOW, TOO! IT'S 
ea WORTH ATRY! 





AS HE APPROACHED THE |CAUTIOUSLY, HE EASED THE DOOR OPEN..| 


SE SA COME ON— SI 
a : Is iT? 


al 





THE BANDIT GAVE. A STARTLED JACK STEPPED FORWARD — AND 

EXCLAMATION, AND LET THE GUN | | THEN HIS FOOT WENT THROUGH 

FALL TO THE FLOOR » « + A PIECE OF ROTTEN FLOORING. 
Li E STUMBLED « » « 





a 


rll 


rl mM 
{ | 
= Te 


THE SHADOW 


AND AS THEY STRUGGLED 


> 
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THEY CRASHED TO THE FLOOR 
THE MUZZLE WAS WITHIN E 
INCHES OF JACK'S HEAD AS 
THE GREY SHADOW PULLED 
THE TRIGGER—BUT NOTHING 
HAPPENED 2 





THE SHADOW GAPED AT THE GUN IN 
DISBELIEF — AND JACK BROUGHT UP 
HIS FISTIN A DESPERATE UPPERCUT>. «+ 





Py. rN 
LATER, JACK TOLD HIS WIFE [ea 
EVERYTHING » + -[ “TALK ABOUT 8% 


LUCK f OLD HAGGERTY HAS GIVEN ME 
A DECENT BIT OF LAND AND ISTAND 
A CHANCE OF A THOUSAND POUNDS 
REWARD FOR CAPTURING THE 
GREY SHADOW + 





A ~ 
JACK TIED THE SHADOW TO A CHAIR 
AND RELEASED JOE HAGGERTY « 

My OATHE NOE7 

YOU SAVED MY = 
BACON THEN, SON £ \__————f} 
ANYTIME T CAN (= 
HELP YOU eee y 


A WORTHWHILE PIECE 
OF LAND, MISTER 
HAGGERTY. « + 








Published each month by IPC Magazines Ltd., Fleetway House, Farringdon Street, London, EC44. 
Printed by Fleetway Printers, 17 Sumner Street, London, S.E.1 Subscription Rates: £2.0.0 (£2.00) for 
24 numbers, £1.0.0 (£1.00) for 12 numbers. Sole Agents: Australia and New Zealand, Gordon & Gotch, 
Ltd.; South Africa, Central News Agency, Ltd.; esia and Zambia, Kingstons, Ltd. ACTION 
Pie LIBRARY is sold subject to the followin: conditions, that it shall not, without the written 
consent of the Publishers first given, be lent. resold, hired out or otherwise disposed of by way of 
Trade except at the full retail price shown on the cover; and that it shall not be lent, resold, hired 
out or otherwise disposed of in a mutilated condition, or in any unauthorised cover by way of Trade; 
or affixed to or as part of any publication or advertising. literary or pictorial matter Baas 


Tough...Dramatic... 


ACTION 


PICTURE LIBRARY 


ALSO ON NOW 


No. 27 


THE 
MERCENARIES 


They were hired killers 








who risked their lives 
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